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Who am I? Where did I come
from? Where am I going?
Who—or what—can I trust
to answer these questions?
People are asking these

questions in the 1990s. They were
asking them centuries ago. They
will ask them as long as human life
endures on earth.

There is no shortage of answers.
But the various answers conflict.
They can’t all be right, can they?

This book provides some
answers. The answers come from
the highest authority—the Bible.

There is room for diversity
among Christians. We differ on
some minor points of doctrine.

But in Josh McDowell’s years of
teaching and lecturing, he has come
to the conclusion that Christians,
followers of Christ, do share some
key beliefs about who they are,
where they came from, where they
are going, and who their guide is.
He writes, “These are critical
concerns, and this is what I believe
about those concerns. Carry an
open mind, and walk with me as
we deal with them.”
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PREFACE

Who am 1?7 Where did 1 come from? Where am I going? Who—or
what—can I trust to answer these questions?

People are asking these questions in the 1990s. They were asking
them centuries ago. They will ask them as long as human life
endures on earth.

There is no shortage of answers. But the various answers con-
flict. They can't all be right, can they?

This book provides some answers. They are what I believe to be
the right answers to those crucial questions. But I'm not expecting
my readers to accept these answers because I believe them. The
answers come from a much higher authority than myself or any
other individual—the Bible.

That's why this five-part book begins with The Authority of the
Bible. Authority is a key issue. And the key question is: Is the Bible
completely reliable? Is that ancient book, the Bible, a trustworthy
guide for life? Is it historically and scientifically correct? Many
people say no, but Part 1 of this book is designed to show why 1
believe the Bible is reliable. The rest of the book is built on this
overarching assumption: that the Bible is the inspired and reliable
Word of God.

Part 2, Creation and Evolution, deals with one of the great issues
of today: human origins. What should I believe about evolution?
Is it a proven fact, or only a theory? Can the Bible’s account of
humankind’s creation be right? I will share here the findings of
solid science, which in no way conflict with the Bible. I will also
show that some scientific findings have been downright frauds.
Part 2 has a lot of data, but you don’t have to be a scientist to
understand it. You just have to be willing, as I have been, to find
out just how certain the scientists are about the origins of the
universe.

Is Israel God’s chosen people? Is the church necessary today?
These questions are at the center of Parts 3 and 4—Israel, the Chosen



People and The Church of Jesus Christ. These sections change the
focus from the human race as a whole to God'’s special people, the
Jews and, later, the Christian church. Parts 3 and 4 look at how
God has revealed himself and how he brings redemption to fallen
humanity. This is more than a historical survey of the Bible and
church history. It is a look at God’s dealings with those he loves
and watches over. It shows us that we are not just isolated individ-
uals; we are part of a long heritage of divine-human encounters.
The history is still being written. You and I are part of it.

Are we living in the End Times? What is our final destiny?
Those questions are at the center of Part 5, The End Times. The
scientists and the politicians offer their speculations about the
future of the world, but the best authority, the Bible, offers more
reliable guidance. The Bible has proven itself to be the best source
of prophecy. Many of its prophecies have already been fulfilled.
Many, as Part 5 will show, are yet to be fulfilled.

There is room for diversity among Christians. We differ on some
minor points of doctrine. But in my years of teaching and lectur-
ing, I've come to the conclusion that Christians, followers of
Christ, do share some key beliefs about who they are, where they
came from, where they are going, and who their guide is. These are
critical concerns, and this is what I believe about those concerns.
Carry an open mind, and walk with me as we deal with them.

JOSH MCDOWELL
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PART ONE

The Authority
of the Bible






INTRODUCTION

Abraham Lincoln once said, “The Bible is the best gift God has
ever given to man. All the good from the Savior of the world is
communicated to us through this book.”

The Bible is the greatest book ever written. It contains the
answers to the most important questions of life: Who am I? Why
am I here? Where am I going? What is life all about? The Bible has
been called the Book of Life, since it gives significance to all
people’s lives. It proclaims that Jesus Christ is Lord, the ruler and
Savior of all creation. Let us look at this “Book of Books,” exam-
ining its composition, its survival over the centuries, and its
inspiration.

This section discusses the making of the Old and New Testa-
ments, how the “canon” of Scripture was compiled, the contents
of the Apocrypha, the inspiration of Scripture, the historical reli-
ability of the Old and New Testaments, and the contents of the Old
and New Testaments. After reading this section, you should have
the information you need to answer the question: Is the Bible
completely reliable?

The Bible stands above all other books in the world. In chapter 1
we will discuss ten factors that contribute to its uniqueness as God’s
Holy Word.

What objective evidence do we have in support of the inspira-
tion and reliability of the Bible? Chapter 2 discusses the trustwor-
thiness of the Old Testament text. It answers the question, Has the
text of the Old Testament remained accurate throughout history?

Chapter 3 presents the same issues for the New Testament.
Have its words been preserved correctly? Chapters 2 and 3 show
that our Bible is a trustworthy representation of the original manu-
scripts.

Once we have determined that, we will look at the Bible’s
contents, the biblical canon, that is, those books accepted as the
Christian Scriptures. In chapter 4 we will show why the books in
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our Bible deserve the designation “Holy Scripture,” and why other
traditionally revered books are not of the caliber of the canonical
books.

Chapter 5 is a review of biblical inspiration. Why are these
books on a different level from other literature? What do we mean
when we say that the Bible is inspired?

Chapter 6 deals with the historical reliability of the Old Testa-
ment. We need to see, through additional evidence, that what was
accurately transmitted over the centuries is also historically trust-
worthy. We will look at some archaeological and historical evi-
dence available to confirm the trustworthiness of the Old
Testament.

Chapter 7 does the same for the New Testament. We will see
through representative examples that we can trust the historical
reliability of the New Testament documents.

This section concludes with two chapters describing the con-
tents of the Bible. We will discuss the story of God and his people
as revealed in the pages of the Old Testament. We will see God’s
plan for his people unfolding through the ages. In our review of
New Testament contents we will note the exciting events of the
incarnation—when the Son of God became a human being to bring
us salvation. We will see the dynamic growth of the early church,
as the disciples of Jesus Christ proclaimed salvation in the name of
their risen Lord throughout the known world.



CHAPTER 1
The Bible—Not Just Another Book

Most of us have heard of the “Wonders of the World,” including
the pyramids of Egypt, the hanging gardens of Babylon, and so on.
There are also “wonders” of the Bible, characteristics that set the
Bible apart from all other literature, ancient and modern. Let’s look
at ten of these “wonders of the Bible.”

THE WONDER OF ITS UNITY

One amazing characteristic of the Bible is its unity. The Bible is
composed of sixty-six books, thirty-nine in the Old Testament and
twenty-seven in the New. Yet those sixty-six books form a cohesive
whole, one dynamic message of God’s dealings with humankind.

Probably the first books written were what we know as the
Books of Moses or the Law (Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers,
Deuteronomy), composed around 1400 B.C. (This assumes an ar-
chaeological dating of 1445 B.C. for the exodus. Others cite 1290
B.C.) The last of the New Testament was written around A.D. 90,
and includes the writings of the apostle John (the Gospel of John,
1, 2, and 3 John, and Revelation). Genesis through Revelation
involves a time span of around fifteen hundred years.

These sixty-six books were composed by more than forty au-
thors, from a variety of educational and cultural backgrounds.
Joshua was a general; Daniel was a prime minister; Nehemiah was
a court servant; Amos was a shepherd; Luke, a physician; Paul, a
rabbi; and Peter and John were fishermen.

The books of the Bible were composed in a variety of places and
cultures. Ezekiel wrote his work while a captive in Babylon. Paul








































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































